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ÅUnderstand the impact of parental substance 
use on the parent-child relationship

ÅUnderstand family readiness as a collaborative 
ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ȰÔÅÁÍȱ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÓ ÁÎÙ ȰÔÏÏÌȱ ÆÏÒ ÁÓÓÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ

ÅLearn various case management strategies, 
including implementation of quality visitation 
and contact, evidence-based services, 
coordinated case plans and effective 
communication protocols across child welfare, 
treatment and court systems
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FDC Practice Improvements

Approaches to child well-being in FDCs need to change

Child-focused 

assessments and 

services

In the 

context of parentõs 

recovery

Family-

centered 

treatment
(includes 

parent-child 

dyad)



Sacramento County, CAM Project, Children in Focus (CIF)

Parent-child 

parenting 
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Across all FDC programs, Sacramento is getting ready to admit its 5,000th parent!

ÅDependency Drug Court 

(DDC) - Post-File 

ÅEarly Intervention 

Family Drug Court 

(EIFDC) - Pre-File



Sacramento County, CAM Project, Children in Focus (CIF)
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Sacramento County, CAM Project, Children in Focus (CIF)
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Sacramento County, CAM Project, Children in Focus (CIF)

89.9

95.1

84

86

88

90

92

94

96

98

100

Remained at Home

EIFDC
CIF



Sacramento County, CAM Project, Children in Focus (CIF)
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SacramentoCounty, CAM Project, Children in Focus (CIF)
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Sacramento County, CAM Project, Children in Focus (CIF)
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North Carolina Family Assessment Scale (NCFAS) Intake Results
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Adequate/Strength Mild-Moderate-Serious Problem

*This domain is for reunification cases only and addresses both the childôs and caregiverôs desire to reunite and the nature of their relationship with one another.  

Percentage of families by rating category (overall domain item)



New Ways of 

Serving Children in 

Family Drug Courts

Lessons Learned and 

Case Studies from the 

Children Affected by 

Methamphetamines 

Grant Program  



Address the Needs of Parents#6

Key Component 2:  Using a non-adversarial approach

Key Component 4:  Access to a continuum of services

Key Component 5:  Drug testing

FDC partner agenciesencourageparentsto completethe recoveryprocess 

andhelpparentsmeet treatmentgoalsandchildwelfareand court

requirements.Judgesrespondto parentsin a waythat supportscontinued

engagementin recovery. Byworking toward permanencyandusingactive

clientengagement,accountability,andbehaviorchangestrategies, the entire

FDC teammakessure eachparent that the FDC serves has access 

to a broad scope of services.



Address the Needs of Children#7

Key Component 2:  Using a non-adversarial approach

Key Component 4:  Access to a continuum of services

FDCsmustaddressthe physical,developmental,social,emotional

andcognitiveneedsof the childrentheyserve throughprevention,

Intervention,andtreatmentprograms.FDCsmust implementa

holisticandtraumaȤinformedperspectiveto ensurethat children

receiveeffective,coordinated,andappropriateservices.



The Impact of 
Recovery Support
On Successful 
Reunification 

We know more about
ÅRecovery Support Specialists

ÅEvidence-Based Treatment

ÅFamily-Centered Services

ÅEvidence-Based Parenting

ÅParenting Time

ÅReunification Groups

ÅOngoing Support


